
WHO ARE WE WRESTLING?
Tim Alsbaugh  May 1, 2009

Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Genesis 6:3 (NKJV)
3 And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be 
one hundred and twenty years.”

Genesis 25:21-26 (NKJV)
21 Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his plea, and 
Rebekah his wife conceived.
22 But the children struggled together within her; and she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?” So she went 
to inquire of the Lord.
23 And the Lord said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; 
One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger.”
24 So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.
25 And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau.
26 Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac 
was sixty years old when she bore them.

  

Genesis 27:36 (NKJV)
36 And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my 
birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for 
me?”

Genesis 27:41-44 (NKJV)
41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, 
“The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”
42 And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, 
and said to him, “Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to kill you.
43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran.
44 And stay with him a few days, until your brother’s fury turns away,



Genesis 28:6-10 (NKJV)
6 Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife from there, 
and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Ca-
naan,”
7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Padan Aram.
8 Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac.
9 So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to 
be his wife in addition to the wives he had.
10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran.

Genesis 32:1-12 (NKJV)
1 So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.
2 When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is God’s camp.” And he called the name of that place Mahanaim.
3 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
4 And he commanded them, saying, “Speak thus to my lord Esau, ‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “I have dwelt 
with Laban and stayed there until now.
5 I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find 
favor in your sight.” ‘ “
6 Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he also is coming to meet 
you, and four hundred men are with him.”
7 So Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and 
herds and camels, into two companies.
8 And he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the other company which is left will 
escape.”
9 Then Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to me, ‘Return 
to your country and to your family, and I will deal well with you’:
10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which You have shown Your servant; for I 
crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have become two companies.
11 Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and at-
tack me and the mother with the children.
12 For You said, ‘I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.’ “

Genesis 32:24-32 (NKJV)
24 Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day.
25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of 
Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him.
26 And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!”
27 So He said to him, “What is your name?” He said, “Jacob.”
28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and 
with men, and have prevailed.”
29 Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My 
name?” And He blessed him there.
30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”
31 Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip.
32 Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not eat the muscle that shrank, which is on the hip socket, be-
cause He touched the socket of Jacob’s hip in the muscle that shrank.



Hosea 12:2-5 (NKJV)
2 “The Lord also brings a charge against Judah, And will punish Jacob according to his ways; According to his 
deeds He will recompense him.
3 He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he struggled with God.
4 Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in 
Bethel, And there He spoke to us--
5 That is, the Lord God of hosts. The Lord is His memorable name.

Acts 5:38-39 (NKJV)
38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it 
will come to nothing;
39 but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it--lest you even be found to fight against God.”

 

Psalms 144:1-2 (NKJV)
1 A Psalm of David. Blessed be the Lord my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle--
2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, My high tower and my deliverer, My shield and the One in whom I take 
refuge, Who subdues my people under me.

 

 

Ephesians 6:13 (NKJV)
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand.


